BCCA Interview by Ray Kappel of the USA 
Replies by Dr M.J.Donnelly CC SIM.
Q: Please give career highlights.
Correspondence Chess career highlights very largely fall into what I term the “pre-computer” age, or at least from times when they would appear to have had little or no impact: 
Winning the Cheshire and North Wales Individual Correspondence Championship 1985 complimenting winning this event in over-the-board play; Winning the Warwickshire County Individual Corr. Ch. 2011 (after many second places in previous years)-contributing, most often on top board, to this County winning the premier Ward-Higgs Team Event on three occasions; Winning the Northern Counties Chess Union Individual Corr.Ch 1988 with a 100% score-an event that often featured players of the calibre of GM Markland and SIM Carleton; I would guess 6th place in the finals of the British Corr. Ch. 1991 should be included as it was achieved using paper Informators only! On the International scene achieving the IM title in 2001 and SIM title in 2006. This was with the help of my highest placings, in this kind of 15 player event, of 3rd and 4th places respectively in the BCCA-40 and Ken Messere Memorial Invitationals.
Q: What openings do you like and why?
Opening preferences often involve relatively quiet lines with White where positional play dominates rather than extreme tactical play. So such opening as the Catalan and fianchetto lines versus Black’s fianchetto openings are preferred (but not exclusively!) Small advantages may then be worked up to try and increase their significance. For Black, as derived from extensive o.t.b play, somewhat sharper counter-attacking lines such as the Benoni and the Pirc are liked.
Q: How do you go about selecting a move? 
Move selection is based on a holistic approach to the game. That is on features derived from the opening and into the middle-game. Examples are space advantage, pawn structure, and availability of strong squares and so on. Opening moves selection is based on detailed research in opening texts, lessons derived from o.t.b and correspondence play, supplemented by database searches. Once selected the candidate moves are subjected to analysis with the poorer ones being rejected early. The remainder are then subjected to triple analysis which aims to reduce errors to a minimum. Each is then evaluated according to the above mentioned criteria and all then prioritized. The most appropriate is then sent off as the selected move. This is the system developed many years ago to deal with adjournments and adjudications in o.t.b play. The concept of Candidate Moves is described by GM Kotov in detail in the book “Think like a Grandmaster” published in England back in 1971.  
Q: What is important for aspiring players to work on?
 It’s difficult to make suggestions as to what aspiring players should work on in the current situation of correspondence chess with many strong engines being available. Probably a coherent opening repertoire based on detailed study of opening texts (paper and electronic) aided by an up-to-date o.t.b and correspondence games database is the most useful. Move order transpositions are key and need to be worked out in detail. This should all allow players to get through the opening into the middle game with a playable game, rather than risk carrying over to this stage of the game a disadvantage that will eventually prove terminal given the great accuracy that can be achieved in correspondence play.
Q: What was your most challenging or favourite game?
A favourite game of mine was played in B.H.Wood’s Postal Chess League of 1985 against John Carleton one of England’s strongest o.t.b players at the time (who achieved the CC IM title about the time the game was played and who later became a CC SIM and World Championship Candidate).  This game encouraged me to believe that I could beat such good players.
Q: What are your future aspirations?
My aspirations remain, as they have always been in correspondence chess, to simply play the best chess that I’m capable.  It is also encouraging that on a few occasions this has involved some contributions to opening theory that have made it into several opening texts.

(A very slightly edited version of that published in Correspondence Chess CC200 Autumn 2017).
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