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The Rise of Women in Chess
”Part Two, Rise and Consolidation"

In earlier parts of this article I presented some games that showed the status of women's chess generally in the mid-1980s and early 1990. In the present part, I examine a representative example of the way women's chess had progressed in the 90s from the impact of Sheila Jackson, particularly in England, and also from the global impact of the Polgar sisters. 

My opponent in this game, Jessie Gilbert, won the Women's World Amateur Championship in 1999 and has recently graduated to representing the Women's England Team in International Events. For example in August 2005 she was selected as board 5, and the youngest member, for the European Team Championship. 

Some key features in the following game are an inventive and testing opening as white and determined and accurate play in a difficult position (plus one other feature which I mention at the end of the game). The game was played in England in a team event known as 4 NCL which has several divisions. The competition is extremely strong in all divisions with many of the top teams receiving sponsorship and "shipping in" world class players like Short, Adams, Shirov and Korchnoi just to mention a few. In this way the event is very much like the Bundesliga in Germany. 
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4NCL (Birmingham, England), 2001



An interesting move order that is not common but has the advantage of keeping open a number of white systems. 



 would have transposed to the much in vogue "Modern Variation". However, my game with England Team Captain (and now CC-IM) David Anderton played in the finals of the 1990-91 British Correspondence Championships was widely published so would almost certainly be known to my opponent. After the slightly uncommon reply rBellinger-Donnelly, British Correspondence Championship (Candidates) 1997.)   I was able to defuse this dangerous variation and obtain a good game.] 

8...0-0 9.f3 

All whites moves were so far played quickly and confidently hence were almost certainly a prepared line. In fact this is a system that has been favoured several times by the late English GM Tony Miles.  is a more common move in this position but then black can instigate interesting complications with   as in Hopkin-Donnelly, English Counties Correspondence Team Championship 1999. This was also a game which was published widely so again would almost certainly be known to my opponent.



Now the game has transposed into the Kapengut variation (which more often arises from a Kings Indian Defence move order rather than a Modern Benoni). 



A natural move but one which is not generally covered well in opening texts. For example even the excellent book by John Watson (The Gambit Guide to the Modern Benoni) which had just been published in 2001 does not mention the move. Instead white's alternatives ; 

; 

 all answered by  are generally dismissed as not causing black a problem.



 is a more frequent choice for black but I wanted to try and counter white's opening with something less common.



 Popov-Naiditsch, Wijk aan Zee 1999.



This is the new idea, an at the board innovation, which attempts to keep open the options of f5 and also of supporting playing b5 via moving to c7.  (  was Oliveira-Paolozzi, Brazilian Ch 1983.)  would transpose into Renet-Haik, Paris 1986.; 

 Fahnenschmidt-Bastain, Bundeliga 1990.)  Tikhontshuk-Sepp, Estonian Ch 2003.



 with the idea of b4 is an alternative plan here.



Again a different approach. Whilst this move blocks black's king's bishop it takes control of e5. Later black can play f5 and the square f7 can be used for example for a black knight. This caused my opponent to slow her speed of play somewhat but she still responded with good natural moves. This slowing down was just as well as I had spent some time in thinking up these ideas so was someway behind on the clock!  is probably also playable but I was uncomfortable with black’s position after the simple 


White correctly aims to push back black with f4 and e5.  is a standard plan in this sort of pawn formation but black gains play on the b-file after 



Consistent but a mistake. White should preserve the piece from exchange with . 



 is another good option as after  

A)  is however less effective  ) ; 

B)  black has pressure against the extended white pawn centre.] 



 is a frequent choice in this pawn structure after the knight is attacked by b4 but here it cuts off white's control of the a-file allowing  )  and white's centre is beginning to collapse. 



 is again an interesting alternative upon which some time was spent but a decisive edge does not seems to be able to be forced.  ) 

A)  

() ; 

B) 

 with some compensation for the pawn in terms of a strong guarded passed pawn and the slightly exposed black king position.



 and wins the e-pawn. (but not   which is about level now d5 is guarded by the .) 



With little time left to reach time control on move 40 black missed the full strength of  when white has the choice of two complex lines but in each, although the position remains somewhat obscure, black wins material.   winning the exchange)  and black has an extra pawn.



As before white plays natural good moves for example retaining the co-ordination between her pieces and removing the bishop pin. 

 

 is of course not on due to  



 is again best for example   (not   and white is surviving.)   thus far as analyzed in the game when white seems to have some threats but black is pretty much winning after  and now ( )  is very strong.



 wins a pawn but gives play for white after  



In time pressure dissipating most of the advantage. The aim was to activate the knight via d4 and possibly c2. However Black has two much stronger lines here  aiming to exploit the pins on both the e-file and b1-h7 diagonal  as both b2 and d5 are not defensible.; 

or simply  and black wins a clear pawn.



Played instantly  [Now  fails miserably to; 

Having missed whites defense to  I now failed to realize that the tactic can be allowed after  since all black's pieces support the advance of the b-pawn.



After  black still has the advantage but had only a few minutes to reach the time control on move 40 whilst white had about a 20 minutes advantage. In addition play remains complex and not clearly winning for black. Some lines are 

A) Not 

)  is just better for black without any tactical problems; 

B)  white's intended move   once more the b-pawn dominates the game.)  is an over-finesse ) white will soon pick up the d4 pawn and have knight and pawn for rook. Upon shaking hands to agree the draw, my opponent kindly said "A good game-thank you for making it so interesting!"     
Not a compliment that one normally receives from chess players, especially from male chess players! 

To be continued… 
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